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TT is Ordered by the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 

poral in Parliament aſſembled, That the 
Thanks of this Houſe ſhall be, and are hereby 
given to the Lord Biſhop of DON and 
CONNOR, for His Sermon preached before 
this Houſe the Twenty-third Inſt. at Chr/t- 
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Print and Publiſh the ſame: And that no Per- 
ſon do preſume to Print the ſaid Sermon, but 
ſuch as His Lordſhip ſhall appoint. 
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In the twelfth Chapter of the Book of the Pro- 
phet ISAIAH and the firſt Verſe. 1 


10 
| 


And in that Day thou ſhalt ſay, O Lord I will praiſe thee, i 
though thou waſt angry with me, thine Anger is turned 
away, and thou comfortedſt me. | | 
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/ \ MONGST all the Attributes of God, there is not \ 


one which we are more concerned to believe and Rx 
frequently to reflect upon, than His Care and Re- (| 
gard for His Rational Creatures; this is the Foundation f 
all our Religious Worſhip, and the Root of all our Expec- 
tations and Fears on Account of our Demeanour and Con- 
duct in this Life. | 

Tris Care of His does not only appear in the general 1 
Laws impoſed upon Nature, by the gracious Diſpoſition 
of Things for the Suppport and Comfort and Contin- 
ance of Mankind, but ſometimes alſo by the immediate Ap- |! 
plication of His Power on proper Occaſions for their Inſtruc- 


tion, Admonition or Relief. 
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Ix the earlier Ages of the World, His Preſence was viſibe 
pon Earth, and pal pable Miracles were frequently wrought 
or the . for the Safety, or for the Conviction of 
His People. But though For Reaſons beyond our Know- 
lege, and perhaps above our Comprehenſion, He has not been 
pleaſed, in theſe latter Ages by any unqueſtionable Report of 
Hiſtory, to interpoſe fo ſenſibly in the Affairs of Mankind 
as viſibly to ſuſpend the Laws of Nature upon their Ac- 
count; yet, without all Doubt, He till doth often in an 
extraordinary Manner direct the Affairs of this World; and 
ſo orders it by the Management and Conduct of ſecond Cauſes, 
as to bring about Events, which in the ordinary Courſe of 
Nature would have run in another Channel: And indeed 
ve find amongſt the Tranſactions of Men, Paſſages fo unex- 
pected, fo far exceeding human Foreſight and Wiſdom, that 
the Hand of God is almoſt manifeſt in them: Panicks ſtruck. 
into great and brave Armies; amazing Diſcoveries of Con- 
ſpiracies and Treaſons; che Prepoſſeſſions and Paſſions of 
Men on a ſudden, without ſufficient apparent Cauſe altered 
and quieted, with other ſimilar Events; probably intended 


| to humble the Pride and Self- ſufficiency of Men and direct 

them aright in whom they are to place their Confidence, b 

f ſhewing them that 7he Race is not always to the Swift, nor 
the Barele to the Strong. 

| As this Doctrine of the Providence of God is well 

grounded 1 in itſelf, it is likewiſe of the utmoſt Conſequence 

to us in the Courts and Conduct of our Lives, and ſhould 

| be carefully cheriſhed and kept alive in our Breaſts ; it is our 

ſureſt Safe- guard againſt falling into Vice; our greateſt En- 

| courager in the Practice of Virtue; our chief if not our 

| only Support in Aſflictions; our beſt Monitor how to ule 

our 
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gur Proſperity; and the Acknowle egement of God's Care and || | 
Kindneſs for us is at all Times our atk reaſonable and moſt | | 
exalted Happineſs: We ſhould therefore often reflect on the 
Incidents in our Lives, and obſerye where there are any ſig- 
nal Marks of God's Diſpenſations to us, and carefully tre- 
ſure them up in our Memories, as a Fund of Thankfulneſs | 
to, and Adoration, of His Divine Juſtice and Mercy, 1 
Ir it is proper for us all to keep in Remembrance thoſe 
Mercies and Chaſtiſements which are ſent to us reſpectively, 
our Obligation is much ſtronger to reflect frequently } 
upon thoſe, wherein, not only + "hay but our Kindred; 9 
Friends and Country are concerned; it is therefore with % 
great Juſtice and Wiſdom that the Legiſlature points out to 
us ſome of the moſt remarkable 3 in which there are 
ſtrong Appearances of God's immediate Interpoſition, and 
wherein the publick Intereſt is greatly concerned, and en- 
Joins us either to Deprecate His Anger, Implore his Mercy, 
or approach Him with Thankſgiving and Praiſe. This is 
one of thoſe Days which the Legiſlative Authority has wiſe- 
ly drew be ſet apart for the laſt mentioned Purpoſe; for, 
as upon this Day, by the Mercy of God, the City of Dub. 
lin was preſerved from falling into the Hands of a perfidious 
and cruel Enemy, and the Proteſtant Religion in this King- 
dom, with our Civil Conſtitution were kept, though bleed- 
ing and languiſhing, yet from totally expiring at the Foot 
4 Popery and Anarchy; and Time was given them to reco- 
ver their wonted Strength and Beauty; by which Bleſſing, 
the Foundation was laid for that Liberty and Happineſs 
which we at preſent enjoy. 
Tux Points chiefly to be attended to in a proper Obſer- 
vance of this Day, are, the Occaſion of preſerving this 
B Memorial, 


Memorial, and the Uſe of it: The Occaſion is very wel 
known, and therefore does not need to be enlarged upon; 
the Uſes to be drawn from it are various, according to thoſe 
Parts and Paſſages in the Hiſtory upon which we fix our 
Attention, and form fach RefleQtions as may direct us in 
| our future Conduct on ſimilar Occaſions, if they ſhould 
| ever ariſe, or may perhaps teach us to prevent them. My 
| Deſign therefore at Preſent is to mention, in my Narrative 
of thoſe Tranſactions, ſuch Circumſtances only, as I intend 
to form Obſervations upon; and 1 ſhall propoſe to your 
{ Conſideration, ſuch Reflections as I think naturally ariſe from 
| thoſe Incidents. And in this I ſhall confine eG to the 
four following Heads, namely, 
I. The End and Deſign propoſed by the Plot. 
2. The Secrecy with which it was conducted. 
The Means made Uſe of in bringing it to Maturity. 
And, the final Event and Iſſue of it. 

i 1 he End and Deſign of it, in its full Extent, was to 
root out all of Engl. 10 Birth or Parentage ; to aboliſh the 
| Engliſh Laws and — pt and to extirpate the Prote- 
ſtant Religion in this Kingdom. But as the Intereſts of the 
I Confederates, as they called themſelves, were different, their 
Schemes were ſo too; however they all agreed in the Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Romiſl Religion, by a total Extinction of 
| Proteſtantiſm, and in rejecting the Eugliſb Laws; and the 
Northern Rebels, (by far the moſt powerful, joined by the 
whole Body of their Clergy, had alſo in View the Deſtruction 
of every one without Diſtinction, who, (tho' remotely,) 
had deſcended from Engliſb Parents, in which Sacrifice 2 
Noman Catholicks themſelves, if of Engliſb Extraction, muſt 
bave fallen, to make Way for the Re- eſtabliſhment of Frieries 


and 


and Nunneries, and the Reftoration of all Lands and 
Impropriations of Tythes to the ſuppoſed Catholick Owners; 
without examining into the Titles of the Poſſeſſors, whether 


they had been obtained by Grants from the Crown; Deſcent 
by Marriages, or by fair Purchaſe from the Original Propri- 


etors. This was their Scheme, derived from Injuſtice and 
Cruelty; full of Doubts and Dangers in the Attempt; evi- 
dently fatal to the Projectors, it it did not ſucceed, and to 


the whole Common-wealth if it did: For let us ſuppoſe it 
had taken Effect in the Fullneſs intended; the Conſequence 
muſt have been, that after this Land had been depopulated 


of it's moſt induſtrious and uſetul Inhabitants, the Country 


laid waſte by their Loſs; the Culture of it neglected by their | 


Deſtroyers, intent upon Plunder and Rapine: After a few 
Months Riot in Blood and Profuſion, a Famine muſt have 
enſued for want of Tillage, and thro' loſs of Cattle wanton- 
ly deſtroyed; no Reſource left for Supplies from abroad; 
endleſs Contentions amongſt the Chiefs, (to be determin'd 


by the Sword) for the property of the Lands taken, and the 
Sov'reignty of the Country; and what is very probable, the 


Dominion and Empire, of it at laſt, to end Contentions, given 
up to the Pope, whoſe Country in which he reſides is of all 
Chriſtian Nations the worſt govern'd : and ſo this great fer- 
tile and free Kingdom, after an univerſal Deſolation and 


Miſery, muſt return to it's wretched Captivity under a Mul- 
titude of independent Tyrants, or be delivered up waſted to 
the Deſpotick Will of a foreign weak Sovereign, unſkiltul in 


governing, unable to retrieve or to protect it: and this is no 
groundleſs Conjecture, for in the Time of their higheſt 
Succeſs, they admitted a Nuntio amongſt them, who in the 


Pope's Name approv'd of and applauded their Enterpriſes, 
| and 
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and they gave him the Sovereign Command by Land and 
Sea, Proteſting themſelves moſt conſtantly to remain in the 
Perpetual: Obedience and Faith of the Apoſtolick See and of 
his Holineſs ; Indeed he ſoon gave them Proofs by his Info- 


lence and Tyranny of the Government which they had to 


expect under Him. The only Gainers by the Succeſs of the 


Enterpriſe, (if any thing can be called Gain in the Ruin of 


one's Country) would have been the Chiefs of the Iriſh 
Septs, and the Romiſh Clergy; all the reſt of the Poor de- 
luded Natives would have been undone : If this be the Caſe, 


what Arts could engage them ſo univerſally to embarque in 
ſo deſperate and fooliſh an U ndertaking? Attachments to Fa- 


milies and Names, the Old Hatred rekindled and blown up 


into a Flame, the Offer of the Spoil of an induſtrious and 
flouriſhing Plantation, and the Aſſurance of eternal Salvati- 


on for taking the Lives from an unprovoking, unſuſpecting, 


unreſiſting People, or as the Pope in His Bull to them ex- 
preſſes it, for gallantly doing what in them lay to extirpate 
and totally root out of Ireland, thoſe Workers of Iniquity who 


Had infected the Maſs of Catholick Purity with the Peſtiferi- 


ous Leaven of their Heretical Gontagion. It is certainly 
more conducive to the Temporal Intereſt of the Bulk of the 
Roman Catholicks of this Kingdom to remain peaceably 
under the preſent Government, than to attempt or even to 
accompliſh a Re- eſtabliſhment of their Religion by ſuch 
Methods as were uſed, or indeed by any Methods: They 


live under a milder and freer Government than the Genius 


of Popery will admit of; in their preſent Situation they feel 


but a ſmall part (tho' it lies heavy) of the Weight of the 
| _ Romith Prieſthood, either on their Conſciences or Fortunes; 


they have the fame Benefit of the Laws with the beſt ww 
* 


EOF J 
moſt conforming Subjects; the Way is open to them to en- i 


rich themſelves by Induftry and Skill in Huſbandry and j 
Farming, by Ingenuity in Arts and Manufactures, al by ö 


® | 

1 
= 
* 


engaging in Foreign Trade; and they may as they pleaſe, Þ 
enjoy the whole Fruits of their Labour unenvied, unmoleſt- 
ed; and doubtleſs they have a much greater Liberty of Per- 
ſon, Security in Property, and Advantage and Protection in 
Trade by the Connexion of this Kingdom with Great-Bri- 
tain, than could be acquired by any Separation from it; as 
for Inheritances in Land, or Offices in the State, they are in 
no wiſe neceſſary to Man's Happineſs, nor can they poſſibly 
fall to the Share of the Bulk of Mankind; and theſe they i 
loſt by their reſtleſs Impatience of living even in Partnerſhip: i 


with willing Proteſtants; if they know their true Intereſt, q 
1 


they will never ſuffer themſelves to be prevailed upon, by any i 
ſecret Practiſes or foul Attempt to riſque the Loſs of the 
Remainder. g 
Bur they are told that the Power of abſolving Subjects 
from their Oaths, and of deſtroying the Enemies of their 
Religion are Articles of Faith which they are bound in Con- 
{ſcience to believe and practice; they ſhould well conſider | 
the Force of the Arguments of thoſe who tell them ſo, be- 
fore they give Credit to them; Men avowedly intereſted, are 
always to be ſuſpected, when they preach Doctrines evi= | 
dently Immoral as Articles of F aith. God has undoubted- | 
ly a Right to Command any of his Creatures to execute his 
Juſtice on any others; but before ſuch Injunctions are obey- i 
ed they muſt be clear and preciſe and carry a Demonſtration. | 
equal at leaſt to the Evidence which we have of the Obli- 
gation of the Law. of Nature of which He is the Author; 
tor as high an Authority muſt be produced and as ſtrong an 
GC Evidence 
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Evidence for the Repeal or Suſpenſion of any Law as for the 
Original enacting of it. Now the Voice of God expreſſed 
by the Viſible Creation every where commands univerſal Be- 
nevolence to the Whole Race of ſenſitive Beings, and by 
the Moral Law, commands Submiſſion to the Legal Ordi- 
nances of Government; and theſe Orders of Nature are 
confirm'd by the Cleareſt Teſtimonies from the Reveal'd Will 
of God and the Conſtant Practice of our Saviour and His 
Apoſtles, and indeed are the Diſtinguiſhing Genius and 
Spirit of the Chriſtian Religion. Now what are they con- 
fronted with by the Romiſh Prieſts? With broken and diſ- 
torted Paſſages of Scripture, wreſted to ſupport a pretended 
Infallibility, which however they cannot agree where to 
| place; and on this Foundation, doubtful at leaſt to thoſe 
| who have not examined it, found very dangerous by thoſe 
who have, they build a Doctrine which will ſanctity Trea- 
{ fon and Perjury, and juſtify the looſening of the Social Ties 
of every Moral and Divine Law, by which Mankind are 
bound to Humanity and Obedience. An End propoſed 
| which ſome Men think to be good, can never ruſtify © 
| which all Men know to be bad: For the Wrath of Man 
worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God: This pernicious 
Doctrine is the great Reproach of Popery, and will proba- 
| bly in the End prove the Ruin of it. 
& The ſecond Point propoſed to be conſider d, was the Se- 
crecy with which the Plot was conducted; This is a Cir- 
| cumſtance which muſt naturally ſtrike all who are acquaint 
ed from Hiſtory with Undertakings of this Nature: That a 
| Conſpiracy form'd for a long Time, on which the Fate of 
a Kingdom depended, wherein the Lives of Multitudes 
Friends and Relations to the Conſpirators, in all Parts of the 
1 Kingdom 
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Kingdom were to be ſacrificed, ſhou'd be brought to the 
Eve of Execution without Diſcovery or Suſpicion, and then 
be diſcover'd, not by being betrayed, but by Confidence in 
Friendſhip, and Force of Liquor, although hundreds, nay 
thouſands, and ſome of them of the Meaneſt Sort were 
acquainted with it, and engaged to be Actors in it, this I 
fay is a Caſe which no Hiſtory can parallel; the Reſolution I 
of the Maſlacre at Paris (which has been thought to reſem- 
ble this) was communicated to very few, and thoſe of ap- 
prov'd Fidelity, who were in the moſt ſecret Councils of the 
Cabinet. This extraordinary Silence can only be accounted } 
for, by the Seal of Religion being fix d on the Lips of Men; 
by Oaths of Secrecy given at Confeſſions, and ratified with 
the moſt ſolemn Act of their Worſhip. That ſuch a Poli- 
tical Uſe has been made of Religious Confeſſions, and that 
ſuch Oaths have been adminiſtred we have very ſufficient 
Proofs; a Copy. of one of them might be produced if it 
was neceſſary. There was a Plot and intended Inſurrection 
of this Kind, carrying on in the Reign of Queen Eligabetb; 
and Lord Chancellor Bacon © informs us, (which is well worth Rf 
« remembring,) that the whole Train of the Plot was diſ—- * 


c covered by Letters intercepted from ſeveral Parts, wherein 
« it was expreſsly mentioned, that the Vigilancy of the 


« Queen and her Council in Reſpect of the Catholicks 


„ wou'd be baffled; becauſe the Queen only watched that 
« no Nobleman or Perſon of Diſtinction ſhou'd riſe to head 1 


« the Catholick Faction; whereas the Deſign they laid was 
<« that all Things ſhou'd be diſpoſed and prepared by pri- 
« vate Men of an inferior Rank, without their conſpiring | 
« or conſulting together, but wholly in the ſecret Way 
« of Confeſſion. And theſe, ſays he, were the Artifices 
| « then } 
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« then Practiſed, which are ſo familiar and cuſtomary to 

“ that Order of Men.” This powerful Tyranny exerciſed 
over the Minds of Men by Perſons who in their Turn are 
under the like Tyranny of their Superiors, till it at laſt ter- 


minates in the Pope, is a dreadful Weapon in the Hands of 
| thoſe who may be diſpoſed to uſe it to bad Purpoſes; and is 
an Advantage in Intrigues which the Court of Rome has a- 
bove all other Princes or States that ever exiſted : It behoves 
us therefore, (left the ſame Policy ſhou'd remain in the Coun- 
cils of that miſterious and ambitious Court) to uſe Circum- 
ſpection as a Counterpoiſe to Secrecy, always keeping Our- 
{ſelves in a fit Condition of Defence; we may be cautious 
| without being afraid; and watchful without being unchari- 
| tably ſuſpicious, 
{ Let us now inthe third Place conſider the Means which 
were uſed in bringing the Plot to Maturity and. Execution. 
When the Army in this Kingdom was diſbanded upon an 
Appearance of Security in the Government, and the King 
engaged with his Engliſb Parliament in Diſputes which were 
likely to find them both ſufficient Employment, -Ambition 
thought it a proper Seaſon to put forth its Head; and ſuch ' 
is the Force of that Weed in ſome Soils that it can deſtroy 
the Seeds of Affection, of Friendſhip, of Gratitude, of Duty, 
of Humanity. All theſe noble Affections of Nature being 
| {mother'd, and the deſtructive Scheme before mention'd be- 
ing reſoly'd upon, Jealouſies and Animoſities were fomented 
amongſt the Original 1ri/þ againſt their Neighbours from 
England; the very Virtues of the People were brought in 
Charge againſt them; their goodly Houſes, rich Encloſures, 
fair — numerous Flocks and Herds the Reſult of ſuperior 
Skill and Induſtry, by which they had changed the ow of 
1s 


11 1 
this Country, were made the Objects of Envy and Deteſtati- i 
on. The Projectors then fell upon the whole Body of the | 
State, and repreſented the ſeveral Members of it as Perſons | 
altogether corrupt and ill affected to its Welfare; ſome Facts 
were miſrepreſented, all Miſcarriages aggravated; and when 
real Facts were wanting to juſtify their Invectives, they aſ- 
ſerted Falſhoods as Facts; and when that Reſource fail'd by 
a Diſcovery of the Truth, they then charged the Miniſtry 
with Intentions which they knew they abhor'd : Particularly ij 
that of their having appointed a Day for the Maſſacre of the N 
Papiſts. By theſe Artifices ſome well meaning Proteſtants 
were deluded into the Snare of Diſaffection, and tho' they 
really with'd well to the Conſtitution, yet they were taught 
to ſpeak the Language of thoſe who did not, and ſo added 
Weight to the Cauſe, and contributed by their Aſſiſtance to 
the filling up of that great Engine of Miſchief, which, | 
when it burſt, it was hoped would deſtroy them all; Nay, | | 
Things the moſt unpromiſing and the moſt abborrent from | 4 
ſuch Defigns, were yet made to concur in giving Strength 
and Efficacy to this: For by forced Interpretations of Scrip= 0 
ture and of the Statutes relating to Treaſon, the Goſpel of 
Chriſt was tortured, till it was made to pronounce that Chriſ- 
tians ought to be put to Death for ſtudying it; and the 
Laws of the State were tortured, till they were made to 
clear the Paſſages to Rebellion. Mens Minds being thus 
prepared and being every where ready for the Aſſault, the of 
Prieſts blew the Trumpet of Religion and all Things were 
inſtantly hurried to Waſte and Deſolation, the uncxampled 
Cruelties attended with the moſt provoking Infults and Sar- 
caſms in the Execution of this Project muſt be placed to the 
Account of the particular Diſpoſitions of the People * ö 
that 
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that Time, and were not, nor could they be, any part of 
the Original Scheme; I ſhall: therefore take no further No- 
tice of them, as the Deſign of Preſerving the Memorial of 
this Day is not to inflame or exaſperate the Spirits of Men 
but to remind them of being Attentive to their lawful and 
neceſſary Security. 

B theſe Paſſages we may learn to obſerve the firſt Moti- 
ons of a Storm ariſing in a Common-wealth, with the 
Arts and Degrees by which it is raiſed ; we may learn how 
dangerous it is to keep up amongſt us Political Diſtinctions 
of Names and Countries; ſince we ſee whilſt they ſubſiſt, to 

what a Height of Animoſity the People may be intoxicated 
by the malicious Infuſions of ill directed Ambition. Reli- 
gious Diſtinctions and Combinations of Men there always 

will be whilſt there are Power and Riches to contend for; 

But it will be our Wiſdom to ſecure the State from all ſuch 

Combinations, by Reſtraints proportioned to the Danger. 
This ſome affect to call Perſecution; and they exclaim againſt 

the Hardſhip of ſuffering for an Opinion which it is not in 

| their Power to alter: No; Perſecution is the Puniſhing 
for an Opinion merely as ſuch, or the extending of any Pu- 
niſhment, beyond what the Publick Happineſs requires; and 
in this, the amiable Spirit of our Religion does appear: 

Others puniſh for Points of Speculation, we only for a Diſ- 

poſition urged by miſguided Conſcience to unſettle and de- 
ſtroy the Eſtabliſhment; they continue their Cruelties till 

the ſame Faith becomes univerſal, we put a Stop to Severi- 
ty when the Publick Quiet is ſecured; their Principle ariſes 
from an overheated Zeal, ours from a Motive of ſelf De- 

Fence; for all we deſire is Protection from Civil Diſcord a- 

Eriling from Religious Opinions, and when once the 2 
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and order of Government are provided for, we think that 
all further Puniſhment muſt have a Tincture of Malice and 
Cruelty in it which ſhould be very far from the Breaſt of a a 


Chriſtian. 


Tux fourth and laſt Head of my Diſcourſe was the final 
Event and Iſſue of the Rebellion. The Deſign upon the 
Caſtle: of Dublin being providentially diſcovered, Means 
were taken for preventing it; and ſo the principal Depen- 
dance of the Conſpirators for a Supply of Arms and Ammu- 


nition was cut off; an Aſylum left for ſuch Proteſtants, as 


could eſcape; a Port open to receive friendly Succours; and 
the Regency of the Kingdom left at Liberty to conſult the 
beſt Meaſures for it's Safety. Every where elſe the Plot was 
executed with great Fury and Barbariſm; in Dublin the 


Remnant ſtood their Ground, dejected but not diſmayed, 
enraged but not terrified; and made tho' weak all the Efforts 


they could for their Safety, till the Arrival of Succours, (un- | 
happily too long delayed) from England; then indeed they \ 


ſhewed what Virtue warmed with a juſt Reſentment can 
effect; they took the Field with irreſiſtible Alacrity and 


Spirit, and by the Bleſſing of God on the Juſtice of their 


Cauſe returned Victorious from almoſt every Encounter. 
Till at laſt the Rebels, their Councils confounded. and diſ- 
tracted, being intimidated with a Conſciouſneſs of Guilt and 
every where ſmitten, in the Field with the Sword, and in 
their Houſes with {till more dreadful and more wide waſteing 
Calamities, Famine and Peſtilence, were in the End called 
to a ſtrict but very juſt Account for all their paſt Enormities; 
and paid a very dear Purchaſe for their ſhort-lived Wanton- 
ing in Wickedneſs. 
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We who are firmly perſuaded that there is a Being above 
us, who over-rules and directs the Affairs of Men; who by 
is Power over their Minds can ſilently, without any viſible 
Interpoſition, determine their Wills to execute His ſecret 
Purpoſes, We I fay moſt chearfully and gratefully aſcribe 
our Deliverance to Him, who did correct us, but with 
Judgment; and acknowledge that it was His Goodneſs that 
| we were not conſumed. And let all Perſons who hope for 
| "Succeſs in their Actions of Moment examine well whether 
|. the End which they propoſe, and the Means of attain- 
ing it are lawful and equitable; for His Power and Ways 
| of diſappointing, as well as puniſhing us are infinite. 
k. Thus ſaith the Lord God, becauſe the Philiſtines have dealt 
7 7 Revenge, and have taken Vengeance with a deſpiteful 
Heart to deſtroy Fudah for the old Hatred; I will execute 
| igreat Vengeance upon them with furious Rebukes; and they 
Pall know that I am the Lord. 
Bur if there are any who are backward in admitting the 
Aid of a ſuperior invifible Power for the Solution of extra- 
ordinary Occurrences, otherwiſe not eaſily to be accounted 
for; and who are rather inclined to believe every Tranſacti- 
on to be the natural Reſult of the Human Paſſions and 
Reaſonings unmoved and undirected from without ; ſuch 
Perſons may be ſatisfied, by this Experiment, of the Dan- 
ger and Folly of attempting to fubvert the Conſtitution of 
this Kingdom, and to withdraw it from it's Subjection to 
the Crown of Great-Britain. Such an Attempt can never 
be effected whilſt there is any Strength or Spirit left in that 
Nation; or any Wiſdom in this: Our Intereſts are fo infi- 
{ nitely blended and interwoven that we may always depend 
upon their Aſſiſtance and Support in any dangerous Emer- 
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gency; and we ſhould think Ourſelves happy in being ſure 
of the Protection of ſo powerful and ſo free a People; from 
whom we derive our Conſtitution and Liberties; whoſe 
Virtue reclaimed this Nation from a State of Barbariſm, Vi- 
olence and Oppreſſion; and introduced the Ornaments of 
humane Nature, Knowledge, Civility and Freedom. 

Uron the whole; as often as we look back upon thoſe 
Scenes of Diſtraction and Bloodſhed, and compare them with 
the Times in which we have lived, If we are not ęnlivened 
with very ſpirited Senſations of Joy; and Gratitude to our 
bounteous Benefactor, we have loſt our Reliſh for real Hap- 
pineſs, by being ſurfeited with it, and want Correction to 
make us feel His Power: It is by his gracious Appointment 
that we are reſerv d for Times, not viſited with any pub- 
lick Calamity of Sword, Peſtilence, or Famine, but abound- 
ing with all the Bleſſings of Plenty, Health and Peace; that 
we live under a Prince gifted from above, with Nobleneſs of 
Nature fitted for Empire; Love of Juſtice and Liberty eſ- 
ſential in a Legiſlator; and Humanity ſuch as glows in the 
Breaſt of the moſt amiable Man: Our Perſons and Proper- 
ties are protected and ſecured to us by Laws dictated by the 
Publick Wiſdom, which are neither violated nor diſpenſed 
with, but executed with Mildneſs and Impartiality. We 
live to ſee publick Encouragement given to all Works of 
Profit or Convenience ; Charter Schools erected, endowed 
by Royal Bounty, ſupported with great publick and private 
Spirit, largely encouraged by Benefactions from England, 
carefully and ſucceſsfully managed, for the Religious In- 
ſtruction Maintenance and Education of poor Children; a 
molt uſeful Society formed for the Encouragement of Agri- 
culture and Arts; our old Manufactures riſing to Perfection 
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new One's introduced, and a Vein of Induſtry and Ingenui- 
ty with all other Benefits of Peace and good Government 


33, ſpreading itſelf thro' the whole Kingdom; Again in this 
Place which was deſolate without Man and without Beaſt, and 
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in all the Cities thereof, there is an Habitation of Shepherd's 
cauſing their Flocks to lie down. 

f am ſenſible that theſe Matters have been repreſented j in 
a very different Light; there always have appeared in all 
free Common-wealths, under the beſt Adminiſtration ſome 


Citizens whoſe Employment it has been to keep their Fellow 


RW, 


Subjects in a State of Diſcontent and ill Humour; the con- 
ſtant Methods which they uſe to effect it are by keeping 
Mens Attention fix d on thoſe Advantages which they want 
without conſidering thoſe they poſſeſs; and then aſcribing 
the Want of thoſe Advantages to wrong Cauſcs. In making 
an Eſtimate of the State and Condition of this Kingdom, 
(I ſpeak with the Heart of one who moſt fincerely and ar- 
dantly wiſhes the Welfare of his Country) I ſay that in form- 
ing a Judgment of the preſent Condition of this Kingdom,, 
it is unfair and invidious to compare it with Ezgland, or 
any other Country whatſoever, as the Circumſtances attend- 
ing each of them are totally different. England, for Ex- 
ample, has been a ſettled Kingdom for many Centuries; 
and the Nati ves living in Security, united under a free Go- 
vernment, have by their Application and Skill in Arts and 
Agriculture i in a long Series of Years arrived to a very great 
Degree of Wealth and Power: This Kingdom has in all 
Ages been vexed with Civil Broils, waſteful Robberies, and 
Rebellions; partly ariſing from the Nature of its antient 
Conſtitution, partly from- the Unwillingneſs of the Natives, 
to 1 with their Engliſb Neighbours; and partly from. 


EW 

the degenerate Engliſh themſelves, who, grown powerful by 
exorbitant Grants of Lands, proudly diſdained to ſubmit to 
that Authority from whence they derived their Title, and 
wanted to reduce their Tenants to the ſame Degree of Vaſ- 
falage which they ſaw the wretched Natives bow under to 
their inſupportable Maſters; by theſe Circumſtances added to 
Religious Contentions, the Inhabitants, from the Inſecurity } 
of their Tenures, and Doubtfulneſs of enjoying their Pro- 
perties, have been diſcouraged from making any uſeful and. 4 
permanent Improvements, and their Attention has been ta- 
ken up with Selt-detence or Spoil of their Neighbours; and 
Ireland never was properly and ſecurely ſettled before the 
happy Ara of the Revolution: It we take a View of it 
from thence, and carry our Eye down to this preſent Point 
of Time, we ſhall fee the Glory of it gradually increafing } 
in Strength and Brightneſs, and it will bear a Compariſon | 
in Point of Proportional Improvement with any other Coun- 
try, or with itſelf at any equal Period of Time, whether 
we conſider the State of the publick Revenue; the Number 
and Elegance of Buildings; the Difference in the Value of 
Lands; the Increaſe of Shipping or any other Circumſtance 
by which the flouriſhing Condition of a Country may be 
1 I wiſh I could not add to theſe Articles, the Lux- | 
ury and e of the Inhabitants. And all this, not- | 
withſtanding our Neighbours have been lately involv'd in a. 
very expenſive War and dangerous Rebcllion. 

Ir then we are ſenſible of our Happineſs let us endeavour: 
to deſerve, and to confirm the Continuance of it; Let us 
ſhew a Zeal in the Support and in the Practice of the Reli- | 
gion we profeſs equal to its Purity, for without Religion: 
no Bleſſing from Heaven can. be expected; no Order in- 
___ Government 
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Government can be maintained; no Teſtimony relied on. 
Let us in our reſpective Stations, in all our Actions and Diſ- 
courſes, add Strength and Dignity to the Civil Magiſtrate, 
weight and efficacy to the Majeſty of the Laws, the Pro- 
tectors of private Right, the Guardians of Liberty, the 
great Barrier between Prince and People ; without ſome 
Form of Government, Man, in the preſent corrupted Con- 
dition of his Nature, left uninſtructed and unreſtrained, 
would be a moſt i t abject and wretched Creature; 
and whilft we flouriſh under a wiſe and a good Government, 
It would be a very ungrateful Return on our Part, and 
highly injurious to our Country, if Wealth and Liberty 
could diſpoſe us to become troubleſome, by giving us Pow- 
er to be ſo. 

To conclude, Let us finiſh our Obſervations with the ſame 
Reflections with which we began them, and give Praiſes to 
Him who is the Beginning and the Ending, who was, and is, 
and is to come. Bleſſed therefore be the God that Iiveth for 
ver, and bleſſed be his Kingdom; for he doth ſcourge and 
have Mercy, he leadeth down to Hell and bringeth up again; 
neither is there any that can avoid His Hand. To Him be 
[Glory and Dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 


| 


\ 


- > 
ANG 
/ 114 mr | 
25 FE. 95 


l * 0 / 
N 
* 18A > / 


* 
0 
. 
* - 
. 
. 
P 
uy - 
- 4 «= - ? — 8 . 
— T * * — 
. * a * . _— % OS RES 4T Eg ” NESS Nas N F 
. 7 K f "£96 6 2 q YO \ « 0 * 1 e * 


